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The authors describe a technique to minimize incision length and tissue trauma. Both of these goals are shared by all patients and surgeons. The authors should be commended for developing a technique that is practical and cost effective. Surgeons reading this article should carefully consider the potential for a petroleum-based ointment to cause an adverse reaction (e.g., granuloma) and may consider using an aqueous-based lubricant instead. Adhesive dressings containing iodine may cause an allergic reaction or irritant dermatitis. Therefore, surgeons should consider using a dressing that does not contain iodine. Because of the potential for patients to have an adverse reaction to latex or powder, surgeons should consider using a latex-free, powder-free glove. Surgeons suturing the material should inspect the needle after it penetrates the material to ensure that no material is on the needle tip to avoid embedding a foreign body into the skin or soft tissue.
Optimally, a device will be developed that has many of the advantages of a glove but is available in multiple prefabricated sizes to accommodate different incision lengths, would not require suturing or would require sutures through preformed holes to avoid the potential of embedding material into the skin or soft tissue, and would be radiopaque so it may be identified via imaging should a piece of the material inadvertently break off.
